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Background 

 
Within the framework of the MSFD, the Kattegat (including The Sound and Danish fiords, see map) are 
integral parts of the North Sea region and therefore will be included in the OSPAR roof report (IA 2017). The 
Kattegat is however shared by both regional seas conventions OSPAR and HELCOM and therefore Sweden 
and Denmark have agreed that the OSPAR assessment should be used as the basis for the HOLAS assessment 
of the Kattegat. HOLAS II core team and ICG-MAQ invited Denmark and Sweden to inform the groups when 
the intended approach is further clarified.  
 
A first document providing preliminary thoughts and guiding principles was presented to HOLAS II core team 
and ICG-MAQ in early 2015. An elaborated and concretized proposal on how to approach the assessment 
was presented to HOLAS II core team at the third meeting in June, and to ICG-MAQ in July, 2015. The 
proposed approach was to include Kattegat and the sounds in the OSPAR IA, since Kattegat is part of the 
MSFD North Sea sub-region. Sweden and Denmark wish that HELCOM use the OSPAR assessment and if 
necessary present it as a special case in the HELCOM HOLAS report.  
 
In Denmark’s and Sweden’s initial assessments additional HELCOM indicators or shared national indicators 
could be used as appropriate.  
 
In the following document SE and DK presents their statements and a list of remaining tasks.  

 

Action required 
 
 The Meeting is invited to:  

- take note of the progress 
- provide any necessary feedback and give advice  
- consider how the results of the planned Kattegat assessment could be 

integrated/incorporated/used in the HOLAS II report 
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Statements made by Denmark and Sweden 

 

 In the Kattegat the MSFD boundaries, i.e. the delineation between Baltic Sea and North-east 
Atlantic Ocean MSFD marine regions, do not coincide with the OSPAR and HELCOM boundaries 
(CTTEE_10-2015-04). 

 

 The Kattegat and the Skagerrak are marine water bodies and from an oceanographic and biological 
view point part of the North Sea. 
 

 The proposed MSFD “Greater North Sea Subregion” includes the Kattegat and the Sound and the 
Danish fiords in connection hereto (CTTEE_10_2015_04).  
 

 Future OSPAR data calls should include these areas (see map). 
 

 OSPAR and HELCOM 2017 assessments are supposed to be used by EU MS as MSFD roof reports.  
 

 Sweden and Denmark agreed that the status assessment for Kattegat, the Sound and the Danish 
Fiords are included and integrated in the OSPAR IA2017.  
 

 OSPAR common indicators should be used. 
 

 The Sound and the fiords are predominantly coastal waters. The WFD assessments will be, as far as 
possible, used as the basis for the OSPAR assessments. These results can then be available for the 
HOLAS assessment.  

 
 

Remaining tasks 

Sweden and Denmark: to ensure that data on Öresund and the Danish fiords is delivered to the OSPAR data calls.  

Sweden and Denmark: Ensure there are Swedish and Danish experts involved in the indicators groups that can 

support the analysis of the data in the context of the Kattegat and the Skagerrak as an integrated part of the North 

Sea. 

Questions that need to be answered 

What can be delivered to HELCOM for the HOLAS report?  

- A North Sea chapter that is annexed to HOLAS? 
- A Kattegat box? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLAS II 4-2015, 4-4 
 

 

Page 3 of 3 
 

The Kattegat, The Sound and Danish fiords  

 

 


